Rtl: The Forgotten Tier

A Practical Guide for Building a
Data-Driven Tier 1 Instructional Process

Joanne Klepeis Allain
Nancy Chapel Eberhardt

(74

Rowe Publishing



Copyright © 2011 by Joanne Klepeis Allain and Nancy Chapel Eberhardt

ISBN 978-0-9833971-5-1

All rights reserved. No portion of this work may be used or reproduced in any
manner whatsoever without written permission, except in the case of brief

quotations embodied in articles and reviews.

At the time of this book’s publication, all facts and figures cited are the most

current available. Student and teacher names are fictitious.

135798642

Printed in the United States of America

974

Rowe Publishing

www.rowepublishingdesign.com



CONTENTS

AboutthisBook . . . . . . . . ... 1
Introduction: Tier 1—The Potential of RtI. . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... . .... 3

Section 1: Foundations of Tier 1—Standards, Effective Practices and Data. . . 9

Chapter 1: Standards—The Foundation of a Successful Tier 1 Program. . . . 11
The Case for Standards-Based Instruction . . . . . . ... ... ... .. 11
Determining High Value Standards. . . . . . ... .. ... ....... 12
The Blueprint: A Logically Designed Scope and Sequence . . . . . . . . 13
The Case for Curriculum . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ..., 14
Teaching the Standards to Meet the Needs of All Students . . . . . . . . 14
Practical Application: Reflecting on the Standards. . . . . . ... .. .. 18

Chapter 2: The Case for Cognitive Preparation for Instruction. . . . . . . . . 19
Instructional Anticipation: The Starting Point . . . . . . .. . ... ... 19
The Task-to-Results Match. . . . . ... ... ... ....... 20
Gradual Release of Responsibility—The Teacher to Student Transfer . . 22
Grouping . . . . . . . . e e 23
Engaging Students in Instruction. . . . . . ... ... ... ... 24
Providing Feedback. . . . . . .. ... .. ... ... ... ... .... 25
Thresholdof Tier 1. . . . . .. .. ... ... ... .. .. .. .... 25
Practical Application: Inventory Your Strategies. . . . . . ... ... .. 26

Chapter 3: What’s Data Gotto DoWith It?. . . . . . ... ... ... .... 27
Using Data: From Global to Specific. . . . .. ... ... ........ 27
The Terminology Conundrum . . . . . . ... ... ........... 28
FocusonPurpose. . . . . . .. .. .. ... .. 29
Tier-Specific Purposes forData . . . . ... ... ... ......... 31
Different Decisions, Different Data . . . . . . ... ... ........ 31
Predictable Patterns of Assessment. . . . . . ... ... ... ...... 32
Managing the Data YouHave . . . . ... ... ... .......... 33
Documentation . . . . . . . . ... 34
Cut Points, Trend Lines, and Other Decision-Making Guidelines. . . . . 35
Now What? . . . . ... ... 40
Practical Application: Inventory Your Assessment Tools . . . . ... .. 41

Ril: The Forgotten Tier | wvii



Section 2: Practical Application—From WhattoHow. . . . . ... ... ... 43

Chapter 4: Using Historical Data to Plan Initial Instruction . . . . . ... .. 45
Data Source: Historical Student Data . . . . . ... ... ........ 45
How Does the Data Inform Instruction. . . . . .. ... ... ...... 46
National and State Test Data . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....... 46
Classroom Rtl Triangle. . . . . . ... ... ... ... ......... 47
Use the Triangle for Instructional Planning . . . . . . ... ... .... 48
Practical Application: Create Your Own Baseline Triangle . . . . . . . . 50
Standards-Based Benchmarks . . . . . ... ... .. ... ... ..., 51
Practical Application: Determining Patterns of Strengths

and Weaknesses . . . . .. ... oo 53
Screening Results. . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 54
Practical Application: Determining Grouping Configurations and

Related Needs for Supplementary Materials . . . .. ... ... .. 55
Demographics. . . . . . . . ... 56
Practical Application: Considering the Diverse Populations in

YourClass . . . . . . . .. 57
Multiple Layersof Data . . . . ... ... ... ... .. ........ 58
Practical Application: What Does the Data Tell You? . . . . .. ... .. 60

Chapter 5: Before Instruction . . . . . . ... ... ... ........... 63
Let the TeachingBegin. . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ........ 63
Data Source: Pre-Assessment . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 63
How Do the Data Inform Instruction? . . . . . ... ... ... ..... 66
Frontload Instruction . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... . ... ... 66
Practical Application: To Frontload or Not to Frontload. . . . . . . . .. 69
Gradual Release of Responsibility . . . . . ... ... ... ....... 70
Practical Application: Gradual Release of Responsibility . . . . . . . . . 72

Chapter 6: During Instruction . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. .......... 73
During Instruction: Responding to Student Performance . . . . . . . .. 73
Data Source: Formative Assessment . . . . . . . . ... ... ...... 73
How Do Formative Assessments Inform Instruction? . . . . . . ... .. 75
Observational Data to Increase Engagement. . . . . . ... ... .... 76
Practical Application: Engage Students in Their Own Learning. . . . . . 79
Monitoring Student Work to Target Feedback . . . . . . ... ... ... 80
Practical Application: Structuring Feedback . . . . . . .. ... ... .. 83
Grouping to Re-Teach, Reinforce, and Enrich Based on CBA. . . . . . . 84
Practical Application: Grouping Students Based on

Formative Assessment. . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 86
Beyond the Threshold of Tier 1?. . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 87

Chapter 7: After Instruction . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..., 91
Data Source: Summative Assessments. . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 91
How Do the Data Inform Instruction? . . . . . . ... ... ... .... 92
Revise Your Rtl Triangle . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ....... 93
Practical Application: Reconfigure Your Class Triangle . . . . . . . . .. 95
Use Summative Data to Reflect and Move Forward. . . . . . ... ... 96
Practical Application: Reflect and Look Forward . . . . . . .. ... .. 97
The Cycle of Assessment and Instruction . . . . . ... ... ...... 98

viii ‘ Ril: The Forgotten Tier Contents



Section 3: Considerations Beyond the Tier 1 Classroom. . . . ... ...... 99

Chapter 8: Tier 1 Considerations Beyond the Classroom Level . . . . . . .. 101
Implications of Tier Proportions . . . . . ... ... ... ........ 101
The Changing Demands K—-12 . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 102

An Unintended Downside of Tier-Specific Programs: From the
Student’s Perspective . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 104

The Threshold of Tier 1: When the Gap is Too Great—Core

Replacement. . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 105
Supporting and Sustaining a Tier 1 Initiative. . . . . . . ... ... ... 106
Chapter 9: Start Where YouAre! . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. ..., 107
Tier 1 Checklist. . . . . . . .. ... . 108
District and School Examples . . . . .. ... ... ... ........ 110
References . . . . . . . . . . . 119

Contents Ril: The Forgotten Tier | ix



ABOUT THIS BOOK

Rtl: The Forgotten Tier is designed for teachers and administrators grappling with the
development and implementation of Response to Instruction and Intervention, more
commonly referred to as Rtl. In our effort to translate the intent of Rtl into practice, our
observations and experiences with hundreds of educators have led us to focus on Tier 1.
Even though what to use, when to use it, and how to access intervention in Tiers 2 and 3
are essential questions in an Rtl model, we focus on the Tier 1 classroom as the foundation
of a successful Rtl implementation. Our purpose is to provide a blueprint for the kind of
instructional planning and decision-making that maximizes learning for all students—
those who are proficient and advanced, as well as those who require intervention services.
Making an investment in effective instruction for Tier 1 classrooms reduces expenditures
by minimizing referrals for more intensive and expensive instructional support. A strong
Tier 1 is cost effective for everyone—administrators, teachers, and students.

The chapters that follow guide you through a process designed to zero in on critical
aspects of Tier 1 instruction—those aspects that when addressed contribute to teacher success
and student achievement. Section 1 focuses on several critical instructional variables—what
to teach, how to teach, and how to determine what students have learned. Section 2 takes
the next step and demonstrates how these variables play out in effective Tier 1 instruction.
Using data to guide instructional decisions and assess student progress are at the heart of
building a strong foundational program. Section 3 examines decisions that exist beyond
the Tier 1 classroom. These decisions pertain to infrastructure, policies, and overarching
instructional goals that typically lie within the purview of school or district-wide leadership.
This section also summarizes the process, presented as a checklist, designed to help you
determine the state of Tier 1 in your classroom, school, or district. We invite you to take a
look at the checklist in Chapter 9 as a pre-organizer for where you are in this process. We
hope these chapters will foster conversation about the importance and effectiveness of first
instruction. When educators actively address these issues, the critical role of Tier 1 will not
be forgotten; it will rise to the forefront.

Joanne Klepeis Allain

Nancy Chapel Eberhardt
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